
 

Revolutiontm GS  Gyro Stabilized Electronic Compass  
 

If your compass application involves vibration, 
acceleration, uneven terrain, or rough seas, you will 
find the True North Revolution GS™ to be an 
uncompromising solution that will outperform rival 
units costing considerably more. The GS provides 
remarkably accurate heading, pitch, and roll in 
dynamic conditions.  It all starts with a precision 3-axis 
solid-state magnetometer. Two angular rate gyros 
independently stabilize pitch and roll.  They augment 
a dual-axis, electrolytic tilt sensor that provides 
precise tilt measurements in static environments. Two 
sets of independent filters, one set for pitch and one 
for roll, combine gyro and electrolytic sensor 
measurements to provide the best available tilt 
measurements. 
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The recommended applications for the GS are 
manned and unmanned 
vehicles, robotics, weather 
buoys, antenna positioning, 
platform stabilization, marine 
navigation, excavation 
machinery, and irrigation 
equipment. 

The exceptional performance 
of the GS is achieved by first 
calibrating all sensors over a 
wide temperature range.   

Then True North aligns the magnetic, tilt, and rate 
sensors to a common set of axes using precision 
calibration equipment capable of measuring angles as 
small as 0.001º.  This alignment procedure, driven by 
our proprietary calibration routines, minimizes axis 
coupling and corrects for gyro drift errors. 

The Revolution GS is compatible with True North’s 
Revolution and Revolution 2X compasses.  The GS 
board fits in the same enclosure and has the same 
mounting hole pattern and connectors.  Identical 
NMEA sentences are available, and the GS version 
includes additional binary data output for temperature 
and diagnostics. 

The Revolution GS comes with an enhanced version 
of True North’s demonstration software that is 

backward compatible with the 
Revolution and Revolution 2X.  
The magnetic calibration 
procedure required upon 
installation is identical, as are 
cabling and power requirements. 

For more information, pricing, 
and availability, please call True 
North Technologies or e-mail 
sales@tntc.com. 
 

 
Features 
♦ Exceptional Dynamic Performance 

⇒ Heading within 3° typical for rates < 150 °/sec 
⇒ Pitch and roll within 1° for rates < 150 °/sec 

♦ High Static Accuracy 
⇒ Heading within 0.5° or better 
⇒ Tilt within 0.2° or better 

♦ Wide Operating Range 
⇒ ±40° Pitch and Roll 
⇒ ±80° Dip angle range  
⇒ Temperature -25° to 85°C 
⇒ Local Hard Iron to ±1 Gauss 

♦ Precise Calibration 
⇒ Gyros calibrated for offset and gain from -40 to 85C 
⇒ Rate sensors calibrated and aligned to 

magnetometer and tilt sensor 
⇒ Cross-axis error nearly eliminated on gyros and 

magnetometer 
♦ Single Supply Operation 

⇒ 6 to 30V unregulated DC or 
⇒ 5V regulated DC 
⇒ Thermal overload and reverse polarity protection 

♦ Fast Response 
⇒ 28 readings per second 
⇒ Wake from standby in 40 msec 

♦ Low Power 
⇒ 45 mA operating 
⇒ 15 mA sample 
⇒   5 mA standby 

♦ Wide Selection of ASCII or Binary Output data 
⇒ Heading, pitch, and roll 
⇒ Magnetometer X, Y, and Z 
⇒ Temperature, input voltage, and dip angle 
⇒ Output ASCII or binary 
⇒ Horizontal X and Y magnetic field strength 
⇒ Raw and conditioned gyro data 

♦ Two independent serial channels 
⇒ Full-duplex RS-232 for the external RJ12 
⇒ Either RS-232 or full-duplex RS-485 for the internal 

connector 
♦ In-System Configuration and Test 

⇒ Laptop can be connected while unit operates in situ 
⇒ Perform hard and soft iron calibration 
⇒ Monitor outputs and change user-definable settings 
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Specifications  
Heading Performance 

Parameter Value Conditions  
Accuracy1 ± 0.5° rms  Static, Tilt < 35° Dip < 60° 
 ± 3.0° rms  Dynamic, rate < 150°/sec 
Repeatability ± 0.3°  Static, no filter 
Response time 36 msec  Minimum, no filter  
Dip Angle Range ± 80° 
Tilt Range ± 40° 
Update rate 28 per second 
1 May require calibration after installation to eliminate effect of local magnetic field 

Pitch and Roll Performance 
Accuracy ± 0.2°  Factory calibrated 
Repeatability ± 0.2°  No filter 
Range ± 40°   
Settling time 0.1 sec  Gyros enabled 

Electrical
Supply Current 45 mA operating  typical  
 15 mA sample  typical 
   5 mA standby  typical 
Supply Voltage (VDD) 6 – 30 Vdc unregulated  
 5.0 Vdc regulated 4.9 Vdc min 

Environmental 
Operating Temp -25 to 85°C   
Storage Temperature -50 to 150°C   
Humidity    0 to 90%   Non-condensing 

Mechanical 
Box Hammond Mfg1591MFL 
PCB Size 1.8"W x 3.0"L x 0.6"H  
PCB Mounting 4  #4 screws, 1.4" x 2.2" spacing 
Weight 4 oz. in box 
Connectors 8 pin, single-row, 0.1" friction header 
 6 pin RJ12 modular jack 

Interface 
Signal type RS-232 and RS-485 
Baud rate 2400, 4800, 9600, 19200, 38400, or 57600 bps 
Character Format 8 data, no parity, 1 stop 
Input Buffer Size 110 characters 
Output Buffer Size 110 characters 
Output Format NMEA 0183 and binary 
Output Data Rate 1 to 1650 sentences per minute 
Operating Modes Continuous or sample 
Angle Units Degrees, mils, radians, 16-bit integer 
 

 

True North Technologies LLC  •  2 Clock Tower Place, # 335  •  Maynard, MA 01754 USA 
Ph: 978-897-5400  •  Fax: 978-897-1144  •  Website:  www.tntc.com 

© 2006 True North Technologies LLC  Revolution™ GS Electronic Compass 


	Heading Performance
	Pitch and Roll Performance


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


